E1454

Fairfax County, primarily in the Dulles Corridor
and Tysons areas. The expansion of profes-
sional opportunities continued to fuel the pop-
ulation growth of the County, irrevocably
changing commuting patterns and posing new
challenges and opportunities. In this century,
as the County continues to redefine itself, em-
phasis has been placed on smart-growth,
multi-use development easily accessible to
public transit. Through the natural cycle of
growth and redevelopment, new activity cen-
ters have been established throughout the
County in communities like Reston, Laurel Hill,
Springfield, and the Mosaic District in
Merrifield.

In May 2010, the Planning Commission pre-
sented the most ambitious redevelopment plan
in the County’s history to Board of Super-
visors—The Tysons Plan. The Tysons Plan
was a culmination of years of planning and
analysis, much of which | had the honor of
working on while serving as the Providence
District Supervisor and then as Chairman of
the Board of Supervisors. Under the Tysons
Plan the area known as the “downtown of
Fairfax County” will be transformed from a dis-
trict filled with a patchwork of unconnected de-
velopment and businesses into a vibrant,
walkable, sustainable, transit-oriented mixed-
use community. When completed, Tysons will
be an urban center where people live, work,
and play, and it will be home to up to 100,000
residents and 200,000 jobs. This plan received
the American Planning Association’s 2011
Daniel Burnham Award, which recognizes one
urban plan in the nation each year, for ad-
vancing the science and art of planning.

Looking forward, the Planning Commission
and staff will continue to seek a balance be-
tween this phenomenal growth and the need
to maintain open space, manage traffic, and
provide affordable housing.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in congratulating the Fairfax County Planning
Commission on the occasion of its 75th Anni-
versary and in thanking the volunteer Commis-
sioners and the staff of the Fairfax County
Planning Commission for their efforts, exper-
tise, and dedication toward making Fairfax
County one of the best places in the country
to live, work and raise a family.

TAIWAN’S NATIONAL DAY
HON. DENNIS A. ROSS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 8, 2013

Mr. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, Taiwan, our dear-
est friend and closest ally in East Asia, is cele-
brating their 102nd birthday on October 10 of
this year, known as “Double Ten” day given it
is the tenth day of the tenth month.

Taiwan and the United States’ strong rela-
tionship is based on the common standard
that human rights, democracy and the rule of
law are critical to maintaining a flourishing so-
ciety. Both nations do not just speak of these
as theories, but create environments for which
they can be attained.

Because of this friendship, there are a few
areas that | would like to shine a light in the
hopes of strengthening Taiwan’s global stand-
ing.

First of all, | would like to see a Bilateral In-
vestment Agreement, BIA, between the United
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States and Taiwan as soon as possible. The
protections afforded in a BIA are greater than
what currently exists. This BIA will give inves-
tors of both countries greater confidence in-
vesting in each other and provides a platform
for sustained economic growth.

| would also like my colleagues to join me
in supporting Taiwan’s participation in the
Trans-Pacific Partnership, TPP. As a Member
of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation,
APEC, Taiwan is rightfully allowed to be a part
of TPP. The absence of their membership
could create an unfair disadvantage for Tai-
wan and will be a hardship for our good
friends in this global economy.

Taiwan is a beacon of democracy in East
Asia. The United States should do all that it
possibly can to ensure that Taiwan is in posi-
tion to prosper and is on a firm foundation for
sustained economic growth.

————
IN RECOGNITION OF NATIONAL
HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH

SEPTEMBER 15-OCTOBER 15, 2013
HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 8, 2013

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, since 1968,
America has annually celebrated the National
Hispanic Heritage Month to recognize the con-
tributions of those whose ancestors came from
South and Central America, Mexico, Spain,
and the Caribbean. The start day of National
Hispanic Heritage Month, September 15th, is
significant because it is also the anniversary of
independence for some Latin American coun-
tries such as: Guatemala, Honduras, Nica-
ragua, and El Salvador. Additionally, Mexico
and Chile celebrate their independence days
on September 16th and September 18th.

This year's theme, “Hispanics: Serving and
Leading our Nation with Pride and Honor,”
highlights the tremendous impact Hispanics
have made in all sectors of our society. It is
individuals like Thomas Pérez, the country’s
first Cabinet Secretary of Dominican descent,
who reminds us that willingness to work hard
can help achieve great success. Secretary
Pérez is not only a role model for youths in
our congressional district, but also an inspira-
tional example of the American Dream.

| am proud to represent a congressional dis-
trict with one of the largest and diverse His-
panic populations in the country. Our District is
blessed to have great organizations that pro-
vide very useful services to my Hispanic con-
stituents such as: Casa de la Herencia Cul-
tural Puertorriquena, Institute for the Puerto
Rican and Hispanic Elderly, Hispanic Federa-
tion, EI Museo del Barrio, Julia de Burgos Cul-
tural Center, Casabe House Development
Fund, Inc., the Dominican Women’s Develop-
ment Center, El Centro Civico Cultural
Dominicano, Inc., the PR Dream, Boriken
Neighborhood Health Center, Dominican Sun-
day, Inc., The Dominican Bar Association, the
Hispanic Community Organization for Life, El
Asociacion Tepeyac de New York, New York
City Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, the
New York State Federation of Hispanic Cham-
bers of Commerce, MASA, Acacia Network,
Casita Maria, and Comunilife. | am grateful for
their continuous efforts to improve the lives of
people in our district.
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| will tirelessly continue to fight for various
issues that are most important to our Hispanic
community, such as comprehensive immigra-
tion reform which can create a path to citizen-
ship, and provide more opportunities for His-
panics to achieve the American Dream.

———

TO CONGRATULATE BARBARA
LIPPA ON HER RETIREMENT

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 8, 2013

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate Ms. Barbara Lippa on her re-
tirement as Executive Director of the Fairfax
County Planning Commission and to thank her
for 35 years of service to the community.

Ms. Lippa began her career with the Plan-
ning Commission in 1978 as a Planning Aide.
In 1979, she was promoted to Deputy Director
and was promoted to Executive Director in
1999. In December 1999, Ms. Lippa earned
designation as a Virginia Certified Planning
Commissioner.

During her 35 year tenure with the Planning
Commission, Ms. Lippa witnessed an explo-
sion of growth. In 1978, the County population
was less than 579,000. There were approxi-
mately 192,776 residential housing units, near-
ly 60% of which were single family detached
homes. Ethnic diversity was virtually non-exist-
ent; 91.6% of the residents were white, 5.4%
were African-American, and all other minorities
combined comprised only 3% of the popu-
lation. The median household income was
$15,707, and 62% of housing was owner oc-
cupied with the median home value of
$35,400. And while Metrorail operated in
Washington, D.C., and a few close in suburbs,
it would be nearly another decade before
Metro would be an option to Fairfax County
residents.

By the end of 2012, the population of Fair-
fax County had nearly doubled to more than
1.1 million residents. There are more than
408,000 residential housing units and the per-
centage of single family detached homes has
decreased to approximately 47%. Fairfax
County is now an ethnic tapestry; nearly 40%
of its residents are minorities with Asian/Pa-
cific Islanders comprising the largest single
ethnic group. The 2012 median household in-
come was $105,797 and the median home
value was nearly $431,000. Metro is a daily
part of life, and the Silver Line through Tysons
and the Dulles Corridor will extend this service
through Fairfax and into Loudoun County.

In 1978 there were fewer than 159,000 jobs
in Fairfax County, today there are nearly
600,000. With 10 Fortune 500 Companies
headquartered here, Fairfax County is home
to more Fortune 500 companies than 33
states and is tied with 3 others; this expo-
nential job growth has fueled the need for ad-
ditional facilities, infrastructure, development,
and services.

Ms. Lippa has excelled in leading Fairfax
County’s planning efforts during 35 years in an
ever-changing climate. Her management and
guidance has contributed greatly to the evo-
lution of Fairfax County from a suburban en-
clave to a 21st century metropolis. In 2010,
she was honored with a Team Excellence
Award for her work with the Commission’s
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Tysons Committee and in October 2012, Ms.
Lippa received the Marge Bleiweis Peace
Builder Award. In addition, under her leader-
ship, the Fairfax County Planning Commission
was recognized with the American Planning
Association’s 2011 Daniel Burnham Award for
its work on the Tysons Plan.

Despite the demands of serving on the
Planning Commission, Ms. Lippa still found
the time to remain involved and active in the
community. For 28 years, she has been a
member of Zonta International, holding numer-
ous leadership positions and in 2012 was
named as the Zonta Club of Fairfax 2011 Vol-
unteer of the Year and honored by the Inter-
Service Club Council of the City of Fairfax.
From 1994 to 2008, Ms. Lippa continued her
work to improve educational opportunities
while serving as a member of the Northern
Virginia Community College Business Advisory
Curriculum Committee.

For generations to come, the benefits of Ms.
Lippa’s dedication, expertise, and commitment
will be felt by millions of residents and will
pave the way for the continued prosperity of
the entire region. On behalf of the residents,
businesses, and visitors to Fairfax County, |
thank and commend her for a job exceedingly
well done.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in congratulating Ms. Lippa on her retirement
and thanking her for 35 years of service to
Fairfax County and our community.

———

CELEBRATING THE NATIONAL DAY
OF THE REPUBLIC OF CHINA
(TAIWAN)

HON. ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 8, 2013

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, since
World War Il, the United States and the Re-
public of China, commonly referred to as Tai-
wan, have shared a close friendship. I'm
pleased to recognize the upcoming National
Day of the Republic of China on October 10,
2013.

Taiwan is a shining example of democracy
in the Asia Pacific region and promotes
shared values with the United States, includ-
ing respect for human rights, a market-based
economy, and freedom. Taiwan is a very im-
portant trading partner and our economies are
closely linked. Last year, Taiwan was our elev-
enth largest trading partner overall, was our
seventh largest agricultural export market, and
shared more than 63 billion dollars in bilateral
trade.

Taiwan’s economy is a dynamic force in the
Asia Pacific region and it is in both of our in-
terests to continue strengthening our trade
and investment ties. We should continue to
expand trade through a Bilateral Investment
Agreement, a Free Trade Agreement, and an
expanded Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP).
Taiwan is a member of the Asia Pacific Eco-
nomic Cooperation and if admitted to the TPP,
a great U.S. ally such as Taiwan would be an
even more important economic player.

Taiwan has recognized that joining the TPP
would be the best way to diversify its market
and improve competitiveness in the region. |
encourage my colleagues to support Taiwan’s
inclusion into TPP, which would further
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strengthen U.S.-Taiwan trade and investment
dialogues and would likely increase other TPP
member countries’ willingness in engaging
Taiwan in vigorous and ambitious trade nego-
tiations. The United States should actively
seek ways with its TPP member nations to in-
clude Taiwan in the partnership, allowing Tai-
wan to play an even more important role in
the regional economic integration in the years
to come.

Finally, | encourage more high-level diplo-
matic visits between our two countries to in-
crease bilateral interaction on matters such as
security, trade, investment, cultural exchange,
and education. Just as our economic partner-
ship continues to improve, Taiwan is one of
our most valuable allies and is a nation we
can truly depend on. That is why | introduced
the Taiwan Policy Act with my colleagues, the
co-chairs of the Congressional Taiwan Cau-
cus, Representatives MARIO DIAZ-BALART,
ALBIO SIRES, JOHN CARTER, and GERALD CON-
NOLLY, to strengthen our political, security,
economic, and trade relations. | was proud to
see this legislation pass in the Foreign Affairs
Committee in August and am looking forward
to its swift passage here in the House soon.

| wish a very happy Double Ten Day to the
people of Taiwan. While we are already close
partners, it is my firm belief that our best days
are still ahead.

———

CONGRATULATING OTSEGO
COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

HON. CHRISTOPHER P. GIBSON

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 8, 2013

Mr. GIBSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the Otsego County Chamber of
Commerce for being named the winner of The
Business Council of New York State’s Cham-
ber of the Year award. As the Representative
of New York's 19th Congressional District, |
have the great honor of working with the Ot-
sego County Chamber and know first-hand the
good work they do for Upstate New York.

Each year, The Business Council Chamber
of the Year Award is given to a Chamber of
Commerce that displays a positive commit-
ment to pro-business activities within their
community and state. In awarding this honor
to the Otsego County Chamber of Commerce,
The Business Council of New York has recog-
nized Executive Director Barbara Ann
Heegan’s leadership and the entire Otsego
County Chamber’s work on behalf of the busi-
ness community. Their commitment to quality
programs and services, fiscal responsibility
and membership growth makes them an ex-
ample for Chambers of Commerce across
New York and across the Nation.

In these tough economic times, it is more
important than ever that we have strong orga-
nizations dedicated to economic growth. Lo-
cated in Oneonta, N.Y., the Otsego County
Chamber of Commerce works to improve the
overall business climate in Otsego County and
create an atmosphere which attracts invest-
ment by building a positive, forward-thinking
business community through partnerships with
government, individuals and private institu-
tions.

Of particular interest to me was the Otsego
County Chamber’s partnership with local edu-
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cation institutions. These efforts included co-
ordinating with the SUNY Cooperative Ed Ini-
tiative to create a college intern program, de-
veloping a partnership with Broome Commu-
nity College to provide courses to county resi-
dents, expanding networking opportunities for
community members, and providing seminars
and educational programs. At a time where
unemployment is hovering around 8 percent
but around 4 million jobs remain unfilled in the
United States, it is more vital that job creators
and educators work together to build the work-
force our country needs to remain competitive
on the international front.

It is an honor to represent Otsego County in
the United States Congress and | am proud to
stand today in recognition of the Otsego
County Chamber of Commerce. | look forward
to continuing to work with Executive Director
Heegan and her award-winning membership
at the Otsego County Chamber to grow the
economy and bring jobs to Upstate New York.

———

RECOGNIZING THE APPOINTMENT
OF WILLIAM WON KYUN HWANG
AS PRESIDENT OF THE WASH-
INGTON CHAPTER OF THE NA-
TIONAL UNIFICATION ADVISORY
COUNCIL FOR THE REPUBLIC OF
KOREA

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 8, 2013

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to rec-
ognize and congratulate Mr. Wiliam Won-
Kyun Hwang for his appointment as President
of the Washington Chapter of the 16th Ses-
sion of the National Unification Advisory Coun-
cil (NUAC) for the Republic of Korea. The
Council was established in 1980 under the
Constitution of the Republic of South Korea to
advise the Korean President on policies that
promote a democratic peaceful reunification of
Korea, including the views of Koreans living
domestically and abroad.

A successful Northern Virginia business-
man, Mr. Hwang is a resident of Oakton in the
11th Congressional District, and he has been
an active member of the Fairfax County com-
munity. He is the president of three companies
involved in trade and property development,
and he serves on the Fairfax County Park
Foundation Board.

He served from 2008 to 2010 as President
of the Korean-American Association of Vir-
ginia, which provides a multitude of services to
help Korean immigrants adjust to life in Amer-
ica. In addition to being a past chairman of the
Board of Directors for the KAAV, Mr. Hwang
also has chaired the 14th San Francisco Ko-
rean American Olympics Washington Team in
2007, the Vocational School of the Korean
American Association of Northern Virginia, the
Korean American Business Association, and
the Korean American Sports Association of
Greater Washington. He was the 2006 dele-
gate for the Washington, D.C., and Seoul City
Sisterhood, and Seoul City, along with Dan
Kook University of Korea, recognized him as
an honorary ambassador in 2008.

As co-chair of the Congressional Caucus on
Korea, | am pleased to have worked with
KAAV and other Korean-American organiza-
tions on promoting cultural awareness and ad-
dressing issues within the community, and |
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